
Issue 150
Published: January 2016 

www.hbauk.com
@hbaukonair

1MV MR LE 7SWTM EP
1VSEHGEW MR I SVO
6M IR 0 EVH MR
?IGS RM MSR SJ @IV MGIW
BHBN, the hospital radio station that serves 
the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Birmingham, 
have picked up a local award for their services.

See more, Page 4 >> 
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Welcome to 2016, and your latest 
edition of On Air. I hope you have all 
had a wonderful Christmas and New 
Year.

Your time entertaining patients this 
festive period hasn't gone unnoticed 
by the HBA, and on behalf of 
everyone at the organisation, I'd like 
to say thank you to those stations 
and volunteers who continued to 
provide entertainment to patients 
across the UK this festive season. 

We'll find out what some stations did 
in this edition of On Air, plus other 
news and information too.

Have a great start to 2016!

Copy Deadline for Issue 151: April 1st 2016
To Be Published: Mid/End April 2016

Front cover image: 
Members of Birmingham Hospitals Broadcasting Network receive 
award for the stations services.

The Hospital Broadcasting Association(HBA) is the operating name of the National Association of Hospital Broadcast- ing Organisations, Registered in 
England and Wales as a company limited by guarantee (No. 2750147) and a charity (No. 1015501). Registered office: Avebury House, St Peter Street, 
Winchester, SO23 8BN 

All material ©2015 HBA and may not be reproduced in any form without prior written permission. Views expressed in this magazine are the personal 
opinion of the contributor, and not necessarily those of the HBA or the editors. Whilst every effort has been taken to ensure the accuracy of the 
publication, all advertisements and articles are included in good faith and HBA accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions. 
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On behalf of the Hospital Broadcasting Association’s Trustees 
and Executive, may I wish you a very happy New Year and 
hope that 2016 brings you good health and happiness.

With entering the start of a new year, it is generally the case 
where we all take stock of what we’d like to undertake in the year 
ahead. Become more organised, streamline our finances, share 
our experiences and celebrate hospital broadcasting at its best – 
well that’s just exactly what we have in store at the HBA!

'

Whilst it may appear that we’ve been quiet over the last few months,  we have been working 
tirelessly to develop and restructure the association. We aim to deliver what we promise. We’ve 
put paid to the failure to deliver what we talk about. We’ve discussed restructuring before, but 
now it’s happening. Now we’re investing, now we really are the association that represents 
hospital broadcasting in the UK.

Our main objectives is to represent and promote hospital broadcasting. Those involved in 
hospital radio are more than aware of the benefits of the voluntary work we do. However we 
don’t actually have any direct independent evidence to suggest so. That’s why HBA are investing 
heavily in independent research, covering a vast stakeholder population, which will aid in 
promoting the benefits of the services hospital broadcaster provide. Graham Medhurst, HBA 
Trustee, is leading this project with our appointed research company, Hazelbury.

We published our plans on our restructure in the autumn last year and this is an exceptionally 
challenging undertaking. The Trustees are ensuring that we have the internal structures, defined 
roles and responsibilities and communication channels in place and sustainable in advance of 
our phased implementation. If you haven’t seen our plans then you may wish to visit our new 
structure page on our website and view our short video and resource documents.

As you would expect, we are re-establishing our engagement with our key stakeholders. This is 
proving to be an excellent opportunity to work closely with our supporters across both the 
health and radio industry and we’ll share our work with you through all our communication 
channels.

Congratulations to the many hospital radio stations who are shortlisted for the National HBA 
Awards. Our Annual Conference and National Hospital Radio Awards will be held in London, 
Watford 18 – 20 March 2016. 

https://www.hbauk.com/news/hospital-broadcasting-association-announces-new-structure-part-its-long-term-vision
https://www.hbauk.com/news/hospital-broadcasting-association-announces-new-structure-part-its-long-term-vision
http://hbauk.com/conference
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Birmingham Hospital Broadcasting Network (BHBN) has 
received a coveted award for its services to patients in 
Birmingham from The Birmingham Society. 

The volunteer run hospital radio station based in the Heritage 
Building of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital was founded in 1952, 
and is one of the largest and longest established hospital radio 
stations in the country. 

The Fourteenth Patricia M. Purchase Award was given by the 
Birmingham Society to BHBN in recognition of its longstanding 
work within the community, broadcasting to NHS Hospitals 
across Birmingham. 

In previous years, recipients of the award have included Aston 
Villa Football Club, Birmingham Repertory Theatre and 
Birmingham Children's Hospital.

BHBN broadcasts 24/7, delivering a range of entertainment, 
music and sport with programs designed to appeal to the range 
of patients in hospital. 

Brendan Delaney, Secretary for BHBN picked up the award on 
behalf of the station and said "We are heartened to receive this 
award and would like to express our gratitude to the Governors 
of the Birmingham Society for nominating BHBN in recognition 
of our commitment to making patients' time in hospital that little 
bit easier and bringing a smile to their faces through toe power 
of music and radio programming"

Brendan went on to dedicate the award to the memory of the 
stations late Chairman, Chas Allen, who was made a Fellow of 
the Birmingham Society, but sadly passed away before the award 
was officially announced.

Charity Number:
514775

Hospital's Served:
Birmingham Skin Centre & 

Neurology Centre, 

Birmingham
City Hospital

Birmingham
Good Hope Hospital

Sutton Coldfield
Heartlands Hospital

Birmingham
Queen Elizabeth Hospital

Birmingham
Women's Hospital

Email: 
enquiries@bhbn.net

Website: 
www.bhbn.net

More Info:
www.hbauk.com
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http://www.bhbn.net
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Radio Lonsdale celebrated the 50th Anniversary as “Radio 
Lonsdale” on Tuesday 22nd December 2015.

The voluntary radio station for Furness General Hospital officially 
adopted the name “Radio Lonsdale” on 22nd December 1965 
and what a bash we lined up for our patients, staff and visitors 
on the day.

Past Radio Lonsdale presenters travelled from all over the UK to 
present two hour live slots between 10.00am and 10.00pm!

The Bay’s Darren Milby, ex BBC Radio Cumbria Sport’s voice of 
Barrow AFC Ron Duxbury, Stoke University’s Station Manager & 
Presenter Luke Plevin with Sky & Channel 5 News Anchor 
Stephen Dixon, were joined by a number of other past Radio 
Lonsdale favourites; Dave Chubb, Lottie Howsley, Bill Clark, 
James Edmond, Becky Took and Pete Last, for a full twelve hours 
of celebration and great music.

Charity Number:
503549

Hospital's Served:
Furness General Hospital

Email: 
tom.brownlee@radio-

lonsdale.co.uk

Website: 
www.radio-lonsdale.co.uk

More Info:
www.hbauk.com
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Current presenter Dave Concannon took a break from 
playing his usual rubbish from the contemporary scene 
as he looked back at some classic number 1’s from 
1965!

All for one magical day only!

The public, staff and patients all came to have a look at 
the studios and to learn about the massive strides that 
Radio Lonsdale has made in recent years.

Our raffle and ‘Guess the Teddy’ game raised over £240 
on the day but the intention was to have fun, celebrate 
our 50 years and to welcome some old friends back to 
Radio Lonsdale.

http://www.radio-lonsdale.co.uk




December the 31st saw Richard Smith and his team ringing in the New Year along with 
listeners to 40 Hospital Radio stations in the UK and Ireland for the fourth New Years Eve BIG 
Broadcast.
 
A non-stop 24 hours of mischief and mayhem ensued from midday on the 31st featuring guest 
appearances by Comedian Dave Spikey, Impressionist and former Hospital Radio presenter Jon 
Culshaw, Comedy Folk band The Lancashire Hotpots as well as 60s group The Mindbenders 
drummer Phil Keen and Beatles tribute act The Fab4's 'Ringo', aka Gary Holmes.
 
Live music was provided by Kiki DeVille, Gavin Young and Amy Jo Clough and the newly formed 
'Hospital Radio presenters, FLAT CHOIR' who were on hand to entertain throughout. (Move over 
Gareth Malone!!!)
 
During the show more than 80 requests for patients were played, including some 'live' phone-in 
interviews with patients in Hospitals in Basingstoke, Bishop Auckland, Blackburn and Harrogate.
 
More than 300 twitter and e-mail messages were read out and over 70 phone calls taken making 
this BIG Broadcast the busiest ever! 
 
As Big Ben chimed his way into 2016, voice of the balls Alan Dedicoat was on hand to read out 
some of the nominations for the HBA awards and the presentation team of Steve Pexton, Dave 
Peacock, Jonathan Sawyer, Oliver Stables, Ian Gornall and Ruth Stapleton then took over the 
overnight schedule with some fantastic entertainment.
 
New Years Day saw more requests being played and The A to Z of Pop's Trivia Challenge - where 
patients were asked a series of simple pop trivia questions, this was won by a listener of 
Northern Air in Manchester.

There was also the Nations Top Ten most requested as supplied by those stations taking part 
and it came as no surprise that Mr Frank Sinatra was top of the tree with My Way!
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The Big Broadcast Team



We even dealt with an unprecidented 'hacking' attack on our streaming servers not once but twice, 
but thanks to the swift efforts of our engineering team of Craig Robinson and Simon Temby from 
Auckland Hospital Radio, disruption to stations was kept down to a bare minimum.  

All-in-all it was another very successful, entertaining and enjoyable broadcast highlighting just how 
good the Hospital Radio community is in coming together for these sorts of things and we're 
already planning the next BIG Broadcast...........You have been warned!

Some of the feedback from stations:

"Morning Richard and gang,
I just wanted to congratulate you all for another major achievement,  I have listened most if the way 
through,  I don't have your stamina,  thank you all again from Wave Radio,  Elgin. I heard our bit go out 
just after 7 this morning thank you. A happy New Year to you all,  and oh you can have the rest of today 
off."
Craig Wilson
Wave Radio

"Hello Richard & team,
Happy New Year from myself and all at Radio Grapevine. Wonderful show as always and you are still 
sounding amazingly fresh this morning.
All the best for 2016"
Keith Crombie
Radio Grapevine

You can find out more about Richard Smith and The Big Broadcast online, at 
www.thebigbroadcast.co.uk

,

The team hard at work
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http://www.thebigbroadcast.co.uk
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Stoke Mandeville Hospital Radio (SMHR) launches free to 
download App to make listening even easier for its audiences.

In response to rapidly changing technology and the listening 
habits of its key audiences - the staff and patients at Stoke 
Mandeville Hospital - the hospital's radio station has launched its 
own app, SMHR.  Available as a free download from either 
Google Play or the iTunes Apple store, the app is easily installed 
and enables anyone, where ever they may be, to listen to the 
station’s mix of entertaining programmes.

Mike Oxlade, who presents the Monday evening show at the 
station, said; "There are very few people without access to a 
mobile device these days so this seemed like a great way for the 
station to continue to serve its key audiences and maybe attract 
younger listeners as well. You will still be able to listen to us 
online at the website, and at various locations around the 
extensive hospital site as well as on 1575AM locally."

Some of the cost of the app was covered by a grant from the Big 
Lottery that had been earmarked to help the radio station reach 
new audiences.  However the management team at the station 
hope that either a local business or an organisation with a 
special interest in the hospital and its unique services might be 
interested in sponsoring the App with a banner presence on its 
home page. Any company interested should contact the station 
via its website www.smhr.co.uk

The station has also announced it is now on Twitter @SMHR1575

Charity Number:
274243

Hospital's Served:
Stoke Mandeville Hospital

Email: 
studio@smhr.co.uk

Website: 
www.smhr.co.uk

More Info:
www.hbauk.com
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http://www.smhr.co.uk
http://www.hbauk.com




'

I hope that 2016 is going to be a good one for you all – Happy 
New Year. 

Welcome to the 150th edition of On Air  - and I remember them 
all with great affection. Looking back it is amazing how hospital 
radio has changed and moved forward with technology and the 
way stations reach out to their listeners.

As I write this we are already looking towards the HBA 
conference and AGM in Watford in March – still lots of planning 
but I am sure those of you who support this can look forward 
to some good experiences, meet old friends and make new 
ones and learn more about hospital radio. I look forward to 
seeing many of you there.

Since I wrote in On Air I have continued to visit stations and am 
happy to say the celebration events for Radio Hillingdon and 
Conquest Hospital Radio in Hastings went really well and were 
so enjoyable. I also attended Radio Addenbrookes members 
meeting and their Christmas evening, it was good to see all my 
friends there. I also managed to get to Milton Keynes Hospital 
Radio, who had a studio in the foyer of the hospital all weekend 
to celebrate their 30th anniversary.

Radio Hillingdon celebrated with a lovely evening on a narrow 
boat on the Grand Union Canal and Conquest Hospital Radio 
held a very successful and enjoyable dinner in Hastings, Milton 
Keynes had a busy weekend to celebrate their 30th anniversary 
– the photos say it all. Well done to everyone.

. . 	 . . , . .
'
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Above: June presenting Long service 
certificates to members of Milton 
Keynes Hospital Radio, celebrating 
their 30th anniversary



I have also been to or dealt with phone calls for stations with 
various queries which I am always pleased to support and help 
with. 

It is always a great pleasure to present Long Service Certificates 
to members and Station Long Service certificates to the station – 
the HBA and I believe that it is important to recognise the work 
everyone does in their hospital and community and it is always 
good to see where new younger members are getting very much 
involved. In 2015 I have produced 215 certificates to 50 stations 
and the number of years they totalled was 4595 – a magnificent 
amount which shows how much dedication and commitment 
there is to hospital radio. Congratulations should go to all those 
who received certificates.
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I can be contacted for Long Service certificates, preferably 
through the HBA web site  or via; june.snowden@hbauk.com 

And so to a new year, it is pleasing to see how new members 
are coming forward to support and assist the HBA in moving 
forward. It has been a very interesting year and everyone has 
been keen to look at how we can provide the members with 
what they most need. It is important that the HBA is recognised 
by the wider world of health and broadcasting and this is now 
beginning to happen.  In addition we are looking at our 
Ambassadors and planning to raise how we work with them on 
behalf of our members.

As President I look forward to continuing to get out to stations 
and our supporters alike to work with them.

Best wishes

June

mailto:june.snowden@hbauk.com
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Radio Horton teamed up with Radio Cherwell to connect 
patients, their families and friends across the four hospitals 
in the Oxford University Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust – 
The John Radcliffe Hospital, The Nuffield Orthopaedic 
Centre, The Churchill Hospital and Banbury’s Horton General 
Hospital, for a special joint New Years Eve simulcast. 

The four hour programme was fronted by Radio Horton’s 
Programme Coordinator, Sam Smette and counterpart, Ian 
Pinnell from Radio Cherwell’s studios at the Churchill Hospital. 
The duo reviewed the last year in hospital radio, including the 
two station’s annual request charts and a head-to-head quiz in 
which the presenters tested one another in ‘How Well Do You 
Know Your Hospitals’, before counting down the all important 
minutes and seconds until 2016. 

Speaking after the broadcast, Radio Horton committee 
member, Sam Smette said: “This was a really exciting 
opportunity for both stations as it was the first time we have 
collaborated on such a broadcast. Both radio stations are 
based within the same Hospital Trust and we wanted to do 
something special for those who are unable to be home with 
their families and friends on New Years Eve. We had been 
planning the show for several months, so whilst we were 
apprehensive initially, it was great to see all of our collective 
efforts formulate together. 

"Nobody likes to be in hospital, especially not over the festive 
season, so we hope we were able to deliver a pleasant and 
enjoyable evening for the patients of our four hospitals.” 

The simulcast was a joint success and the two stations hope to 
work together on more simulcast programmes in the future. 
"We've already got a date in the diary for our next New Years 
Eve programme", mused Smette. 

'

Charity Number:
1133587

Hospital's Served:
The Horton General Hospital

Email: 
committee@radiohorton.co.uk

Website: 
www.radiohorton.co.uk

More Info:
www.hbauk.com
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Charity Number:
253006

Hospital's Served:
The John Radcliffe Hospital

Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre
Churchill Hospital

Email: 
studio@radiocherwell.com

Website: 
www.radiocherwell.com

More Info:
www.hbauk.com
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In a fundraising drive to raise money for a new studio desk, Epsom Hospital 
Radio have been seeking sponsorship from companies and individuals to 
sponsor a channel on the new desk, which has been donated by one of their 
broadcast suppliers.

The sponsorship received will enable the station to purchase the desk, and the 
sponsors names will be added to the stations website, in the form of a graphic of a 
desk channel, as well as mentions on the stations social media sites.

It certainly is a novel and fun way to raise money for a studio item. Have you done 
something similar to raise sponsorship? We’d love to hear from you. Email 
onair@hbauk.com or let us know on Twitter at @hbaukonair. 
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Radio Marsden celebrated Christmas with 
patients and staff by launching an extra service 
towards the end of November 2015. 

Radio Marsden Christmas was broadcast on DAB 
Digital Radio throughout South London and Surrey, 
and played nothing but Christmas songs from the 
1940s to the Christmas hits of today. The station 
also featured archive Christmas programmes from 
the station.

The evening Request programme which is 
broadcast on Radio Marsden was also simulcast on 
Radio Marsden Christmas, and the station also 
offered seasonal programming which was co-
produced with the hospitals chaplaincy team.
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Radio Fox, the hospital radio 
station that serves the patients 
and staff of Leicester Royal 
Infirmary and Glenfield Hospitals 
have launched a new request 
show which will feature requests 
specifically from the Kensington 
Building.

The programme, hosted by Marie 
Smith, will air every Sunday from 
2pm until 4pm is an addition to the 
s t a t i o n s r e g u l a r r e q u e s t 
programmes that air every weekday 
from 8pm.

mailto:onair@hbauk.com
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At the stroke of midnight on January 1st, the nominations of 
this years National Hospital Radio awards were announced, 
both online via the HBA website, as well as on Richard Smith's 
Big Broadcast, which was simulcast on 40 hospital radio 
stations across the UK.

The awards ceremony, which forms part of the annual 
conference weekend, is to be held from the 18th - 20th March 
at the Hilton Hotel in London, Watford. 

Stations and individuals are nominated in a range of categories, 
which showcase the talents of all volunteers who give up their 
time to make a patients stay in hospital that little bit easier.

Once again the awards are being produced by Iain Lee and Sean 
Dunderdale. 

Iain and Sean told On Air: 'We've had a record amount of entries 
this year, with some categories the most heavily contested ever. 
The judges have had a very hard task whittling them down to 
just ten for the shortlist.'

The pair are also promising something different for the 
ceremony this year but are staying tight lipped as to exactly 
what will be changing until the night itself.

Booking information for the weekend can be found on the 
HBA's website, which also includes details of bursaries which 
are available for first time conference delegates.

During the conference weekend, there will be opportunities to 
attend workshops & seminars, visit local stations including 
Watford Hospital Radio, Radio Hillingdon, Radio Brockley and 
Hayes FM.

If you would like further information about the annual 
conference and HBA Awards, please visit the HBA website, or 
follow the HBA on Facebook and Twitter to keep up-to-date with 
the latest information throughout the weekend.

Follow the HBA on Facebook for 

more photos and awards news. 

http://hbauk.com/conference
http://www.facebook.com/ukhba
http://www.twitter.com/hbaukawards
http://www.facebook.com/ukhba
http://www.facebook.com/ukhba
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